State Brand Board 

Minutes of the Meeting
May 18, 2011


The South Dakota State Brand Board met on May 18, 2011 at the State Brand Board office in Pierre, SD.  Chairman Mark Kimball called the meeting to order at 10:30 a.m.  Members present were Wanda Blair, Bart Blum and Scott Vance. Others present were Harold Deering, Larry Stearns, Wray Shouldis, Shorty Zilverberg, Karen Webber-Boyer, Ron Fravel, Joel Olivier, Dr Dustin Oedekoven, Dr. Susan Reenders, John Bickle and Tee Ridley.  
Blair moved and Blum seconded the motion to adopt the agenda which passed.
Blair moved and Blum seconded the motion to approve the minutes for the March, 2011 meeting.  Motion carried.
Director’s Report: Stearns reported that in March 2011, there were 95 brand applications, 37 new brands, 55 transfers, 20 re-recorded brands and 49 brand books sold.  For April, 2011, there were 70 applications, 35 new brands, 55 transfers, 13 re-recorded brands and 13 brand books sold.    
Included in the meeting packet were:

1. The Mar-Apr 2011 reports of cash balances, revenues and expenses, for the Brand Board.

2. Director’s Report

3. Investigator’s Report

4. Brand Inspection Report

5. Wiechmann letter
6. Proposed USDA Rule – Traceability for Livestock Moving Interstate
The director reported that flowers were sent to 3 funerals in the last two months.  A brief discussion was held about this practice and all agreed to continue.  The ILIA conference is scheduled for July 17-20, 2011 in Cheyenne and because of the proximity, would be a great opportunity for board members to attend.  There were no objections from the board in allowing several staff members attend.  The director and Kelly Tibbs spoke to grade school students on branding, its use, and importance at the Casey Tibbs museum last week.  Stearns attended the LMA meeting in Sioux Falls on April 30.  Stearns and Shouldis attended the April Finance Committee meeting to request an increase in mileage reimbursement for inspector’s travel. 

Investigators Report:  Zilverberg reported that in March 2011, there were 11 total cases reported.  Of these, there were 2 stolen cases, 3 missing cases, 0 estray case, 5 violation cases, and 1 complaint/info case.  Twenty-seven head of livestock were reported stolen, while 18 head were reported missing with no estrays.  Five cases are still active which include: 2 stolen livestock cases, and 3 missing livestock cases.  Seven cases were reported by office personnel, one was reported by brand inspectors, two by victims, and one by another agency.  He reported that four head of the missing or stolen livestock were recovered.  For April 2011, there were 9 total cases reported.  Of these, there were three stolen cases, two missing cases, no estray cases, two violation cases, and two complaint/info cases.  Six cases are still active; four missing, stolen or estray cases, and two complaint cases.  Three head of livestock were reported stolen, 5 head were reported missing with no estrays.  Three cases were reported by office personnel, two were reported by brand inspectors, two by victims, and two by other agencies.  He reported that there were 6 head still missing.  
Chief Brand Inspector’s Report:  Shouldis reported that for March 2011, we had 81,018 head inspected at livestock markets; 336 in locker plants; 27,186 head inspected locally for a total of 108,540 head with 1,606 head held for proof of ownership.  For April, 2011, 61,140 head were inspected at livestock markets, 329 head at locker plants and 24,537 head inspected locally for a total of 86,006 head.  There were 1,042 holds.  
In March, 2011, there was one hold on one head for $21 received in the brand office. Nine holds were paid out on 12 head for $5,357. In April, two holds on 2 head for $626 were received into the office.  Two holds were paid out on 3 head for $1,344. To date in May, there has been no holds received in the office.  One hold has been paid out on 1 head for $606.
Financial Report:  Stearns presented the financial report for March and April 2011.  He said that there may be call to transfer funds from the operating expenses to salary and benefits as there have been a larger number of livestock inspected on locals than anticipated when the budget was prepared two years ago.  Blair moved to allow the director to transfer the needed funds from operating expenses to salaries when necessary.  Blum seconded the motion which carried. 
 Mileage Reimbursement:  Stearns reported that he and Shouldis attended the Finance Committee meeting in April to request an increase in the mileage reimbursement for the inspectors.  With the high cost for gasoline and fuel, the inspectors are losing money when they drive their personal vehicles to perform an inspection.  The Bureau of Personnel allowed that the inspectors could receive a mileage bonus in the amount of $.14 per inspector’s reimbursed mile.  Vance moved to approve the mileage bonus for July 2010 through April 2011.  Blair seconded the motion which carried by voice ballot.  Blum, yes; Blair, yes; Vance, yes; Kimball, yes.  
Drs. Dustin Oedekoven and Susan Reenders from the Animal Industry Board explained traceability in livestock moving from state to state.  He explained that brand is not an official identifier for livestock entering or leaving SD or neighboring states now and that by requiring the brand to be designated as an official identifier, all 50 states would have to adopt a brand program.  With the change, the brand can moved into position to be used as identification for livestock movement between two states when both states approve.
Wiechmann Brand Request:  It was determined that there is nothing that the Board could do in this matter.

Open Comment:  Shouldis explained how a situation was handled with a livestock market owner. 

The meeting recessed for lunch at 11:50 and resumed at 1:00 pm.
Inspection under lights request:  Mobridge Livestock Market requested that they be allowed to inspect after dark using lights.  Blair moved and Blum seconded the motion to allow Mobridge Livestock to conduct brand inspection after dark once the satisfactory lighting is installed.  Motion carried.   
Blair moved and Vance seconded the motion to move into executive session at 1:15 pm.  The motion carried.  The meeting came out of executive session at 2:35 p.m.

Vance moved and Blair seconded the motion to adjourn.  The motion carried and the meeting adjourned at 2:25.

The next meeting date was set for July 13 or 14, 2011, at 10:30 am CDT.

Respectfully submitted,

Larry Stearns

_______________________________________

______________________________________

Director





President

These minutes were filed for the record on _____________________________.
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